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AEOI & GDPR | Access to Internal EU documents – Overriding Public Interest 

I refer to our Access to Documents Request (together with its timeline) and the follow-up 
correspondence from EU FATCA Petitioners with the Commission's Transparency Unit. 

To date we have not received any acknowledgment from the Council, and the initial response from 
the Commission did not inspire confidence.  It is therefore important that EU institutions have a 
clear understanding of the overriding public interest in the case in hand. 

Internal EU documents show 
that the previous Commission 
concluded that (a) FATCA is 
within the remit of the EU; (b) 
the US does not have 
adequate data protection 
safeguards; and (c) bilateral 
IGAs were a 'temporary 
solution', while raising 
'worrying concerns'. 

Internal EU documents also 
suggest that current 
Commissioners might have 
misled Parliament (also here).  

The European Parliament's 
study on FATCA (       ) pays 
homage to activists and 
confirms the Commission's 
change of approach.  

As the GDPR was introduced 
to strengthen citizens' data 
protection rights following 
revelations of US surveillance, 
EU FATCA petitioners have an 
overriding public interest in full 
and unfettered access to 
documents. 

Best regards, 

 Our Ref:  FN/5999/60052.1 
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1 See page 3 above. 
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